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Spatial Three Circuits Driving Urban Modernization with Chinese Characteristics:
Theoretical Interpretation, Implementation Pathsways, and Planning Transformation
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Abstract: Since the reform and opening-up, the rapid development of Chinese cities
has been deeply rooted in "capitalization of space". This developmental model has
served as a powerful driver for China's urban development, however, it has also led
to severe spatial crises in cities. As China enters a new phase aimed at realizing ur-
ban modernization with Chinese characteristics, urban development must break away
from the path dependency on "capitalization of space". Grounded in China's local
practices and institutional context, this article proposes the concept of "spatial cir-
cuits" as a perspective for understanding and promoting the transformation of Chi-
nese cities. It argues that space plays a more proactive regulatory role in China's ur-
ban development, urging a theoretical and practical shift from "capital circuits" to
"spatial circuits". This shift entails advancing the urban modernization with Chinese
characteristics through the synergistic progress of three key circuits: urban-rural inte-
gration, regional coordination, and global system integration. Guided by this perspec-
tive, spatial planning must also transform from "planning for space" to "planning
with space as the central lever". This article provides a new perspective for con-
structing a localized theoretical framework for China's urban planning, advancing
Chinese urban modernization, and promoting the paradigm transformation of spatial

planning.
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Fig.1 The spatial crisis of China’s urban development under "capitalization of space"



VAR Z KRG 8 A o B AR &R T ILRAL

PR

FAKAEAXHE KR HE

DX PR Y 2R A T R A 8 D B A A5
FEAL TR NG . A RIS B LR
PRIBE,

(3) fEaERERI I, Kb+~
v . BT ERE (IS AT

AMMAWTO )G, TECEERMAS
ERRARG M5y TIRR, (BT Tk
REFNESFEEZ BT, PE
FERRON 5 . RhE o 4545 i I T
B EEN A A, RRRE FREE
Ik [ O x4 R fE B0 R R I
Hol'

2 BHAALER: =EH “ZKE
IV REHZhZE

21 M “HBAER” B “TEFER
L S s AR, A ) B
LV IE S Y TR A, RIS
S, R D R RSk, s i)
PEAAR” RS S IR T P R K T
371, MIESEUR T LRI Z L
AR . BUEUE, R R X
WL, Brih = Ir & . Bl X ik s 2
RS [ A 77 S, sk 3k i i
SRRl Je B e S L I AR B A
FOAE, “ashigeaih” kR =iz
T E Tl A S R . SR
R, B E BRI S E RN R R
B G R i b 5k 5 2 e E
YRR P AR FE R B ALY “as g
57 BB R, SUER, UiiE KR
15255 5 4 Fl RIS 119 £ 228 [ % 7 LA A

RS U
=4 f5F
E FHEERCR | 4L 2R
“RAEA . ] =
:i> T SlEaEl |
T T —
i

B2 M “EARMBEHR” 2 “ZEER REZERR

i 14 M I E AR, A T
Xk BRA 2 [ 54 14 i R M JEE K, A2 )
A5 T S B A A PR

eI 2V 7 2 M B AR5 fE AL
R, bJErPE A EEALT [
A LS, TEAT AR ER A X ) H
HERBEM R RZ T, 2SRia172
R AR S T R R T R R R B A 2K
REFE, BT UL, 7
REE AR WA ER AR Z PG T E 5,
BUR 58 b B4R 2 X2 1] BE IR A 26 0 i
AR, AT LE S S ] R A 4
TS LA R NG L2 R e,
PR, 4 A T 2240 s ] R 4 e A
TSR IR AR, R s
AR Sy Rl 8] 4 55 e s K S .
By B8 1 T A A J 4 B 2 BT H,
TE [ P R G T AR B F A, ]
PL 23 6] O IR SR e Bk e 1
SCPRERAR, SR FRATAZ 1 1 IR

W HEPHA , BEASTE T AN [
W Bk U R 2 TR, R i e
NP I B TB, g SE AT i S
e R Z Rt . R, T
A" R — Tl s, HoRe 22
TE S B A 3 1 T B0 D 5 A
PRI B A g A igp S LK AS BT B AT B 71
o UL, BEA S HARPAEIE 2] Y 2
PEA R Gef i FERRRIE Ty SR A
BB ERAT, a5 AR SLhr b
FON T ORGSR BEAS | R T [T Y
FEEAER HAET E R R,
OGS AT LA O AN ] RUBE 25 [ /) D1

SENL, HURESSH | IR R R ST,
K Il 225 AR R 5 Ay AR 1 5 5
BEEOY, DT L4 BRI 5 DX 5 i &
Mk R BERE . DAL, it o [ ek Tl A
FEMLI— > FZE S Bk 3T (1 B
TEM S | K3, SRR R EIRR N
FHICBERAS, KA R B S |
D R A R IR R R AL . AR
B E ARG, AREISCB
CRAREERT B SRR ARG E . Al
HRPER A EERRT AR, AL
B4 o B S W) B AL T T S X e —
Wti—2 M2 REWR, WA THRER
AR AR A E R T A
g

22 “ZHEFR GEMN=KEERHE
HEHKFR

Xof N7 224 i v ] 30 T R T I ) 2
AL, EHINN “ERIER K&
FEAFELL T =R (K2),
221 WS mGKIEH

FEPE Tk L . iflk . Tidmtby
e, E S S R AUk Z T L]
5 A 8 T SR, S R AR 1 I
Rk HHTEME T, A
FBLA o J 08 AR FE AL 16 1) = 22 4 o 4
M. 2000 4F LIk [ RSt TR A AL |
ERE e N N (N e ]
RS T ARARA RS o Y v IR AR AL R
B A RO, ARSI £
FAREE AT Tl “IRTTrpe 7 e
mXF S RME" MRS Rk, G5

R L
PR UCETAN |4 smemaKmE [>%m@
- / ' g 58l
i % o [
o L e | g ] J—— $
4k i [ B BB AR W it
3 W7 I
% p 1S
b P ol ft
\\ s 57 ,"‘ P
H R hond - - SRR KA [>%m%

Fig.2 From "capital circulation" to "spatial circulation" and its supporting systems
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